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March 9th ......................................... St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

March 11th ..................................... Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

March 22nd ................................................. Fish Fry 6:00 PM 

April 6th ........................................................... Comedy Night 

April 8th ......................................... Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

April 13th .......................... IDD - Both Churches, All Masses 

April 14th .......................... IDD - Both Churches, All Masses 

April 14th .................................... 4th Degree Exemplification 

May 13th ........................................ Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

May 17-19th ........................................ Wildwood Convention 

June 8th ............................. IDD - Both Churches, All Masses 

June 9th ............................. IDD - Both Churches, All Masses 

June 10th ........................................ Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

Jully 8th .......................................... Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

August 12th .................................... Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

September 9th ................................. Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

October 14th ................................... Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

November 11th ............................... Council Meeting 8:10 PM 

December 9th ................................. Council Meeting 8:10 PM 
 

 

Dates are subject to change. Refer to our website for the latest 
information:  
 

https://www.kofc4504.org/events 

Council #4504       

1034 Jeanette Avenue  

Union, New Jersey 07083  (908) 686-4504 

The Union Knights of Columbus is planning on hav-
ing a fish fry on Friday, March 22nd at 6 p.m. 

The menu will consist of Fried Fish or Baked Fish. 
When purchasing your ticket we would like to know 
your selection.  The meal will also include French 
Fries and Cole slaw. There will be beverages of wa-
ter, soda, coffee, and dessert.  There will be a cash 
bar available.   

The cost will be $17.00 with proceeds will be distrib-

uted to charities. We will need a team of volunteers 

to set up, serve, and clean up afterward.  In the past, 

this has been a success.  

Intellectual Disabilities Drive 
 

There are two scheduled weekend drives at 

both Holy Spirit and St. Michael’s churches 

for all masses. 

 

Saturday, April 13th 

Sunday, April 14th 

& 

Saturday, June 8th 

Sunday, June 9th 

 

Volunteers are needed to help collect at each mass.  Please add 

these dates to your calendar and contact Mike Peter at 

908.357.5673 or email him at dd18kofcmwp@gmail.com if you 

can assist. 

https://www.kofc4504.org/events
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Knight Digest 

This bulletin is published monthly, by and in the 

interest of the Knights of Columbus Union Council 

4504 and registered as third class matter April 23, 

1958, at the Union Post Office, Union, NJ. 

 

RULES FOR SUBMISSION: Submissions for 

consideration are due in writing by the 15th of the 

month for the following month.  Please mail or drop 

off submission, with contact information to: 

 

Tom Dudek 

Knight Digest Editor 

549 Robinson Ter. 

Union, NJ 07083  

 

or preferably via email to: tomdudek@outlook.com 

 

You must clearly identify all people in photos submit-

ted and at what council event the photo was taken.  

Photos with alcoholic beverages will not be consid-

ered.  Photos may also be submitted via email as hi-

resolution image files.  Hard copy photos will only be 

returned when accompanied by a self-addressed, 

stamped envelope. 

Council Officers 

Chaplain................. Rev. Msgr. Anselm Nwaorgu  

District Deputy ............... Michael Willemse, PGK 

Grand Knight .................................. Gerry Aponte 

Deputy Grand Knight ................................ Vacant 

Chancellor..................................... Anthony Spina  

Warden .......................................... Angel Rengifo 

Recorder ............................................ Mike Harms  

Treasurer ............................................ Greg Jones  

Fin. Secretary .................... Steve Nagy PGK PFN  

Inside Guard .......................... Romeo Puertollono  

Outside Guard ................................. Dennis Mann 

Membership Director ...................... Gerry Aponte 

Program Director ............... Mike Peter, DD, PGK 

Lecturer ........................................ Raymond Gora 

Advocate ...................................... Stephen F. Hehl  

3rd. Yr. Trustee .... Len Komar Jr., BC, PGK, PFN 

2nd Yr. Trustee .................... Phillip Cababe, PGK 

1st Yr. Trustee .......................... Giftus John, PGK 

Insurance Agent .. Joseph Donlon (908-403-1688) 

4th Degree Faithful  

Navigator ....................................... Tony Oliviero  

Columbian Club President ................ Joe Marateo 

Swim Club President. ........................ Mike Harms  

Columbiette President .................... Fran Corcione  

Monthly Meetings 

1st. Mon. ----------------- Council Officers 8pm 

2nd Mon.---------------- Council Mtgs. 8:10pm 

2nd Thu. --------------------- Columbiettes 7pm 

4th Wed. ------- 4th Degree Assembly 7:30pm 

4rd Thur. ------- Columbian Club Officers 8pm 

Message from the Grand Knight 

  

Brothers, 

  

As we enter the month of March 2024, guided by 

our shared Catholic faith, we find ourselves at the 

onset of the revered Lenten season. Lent, spanning 

forty days until Easter, represents a significant peri-

od of spiritual reflection and preparation, leading us 

towards the joyous celebration of Christ's resurrec-

tion. It is a time when, like Jesus Christ, we embark 

on a journey of self-discovery and renewal, navigating through the 

challenges of fasting, prayer, and resisting temptation. 

  

During this sacred time, individuals between 18 and 59 are encouraged 

to observe fasting on Ash Wednesday and Good Friday, partaking in 

one full meal and two smaller meals devoid of meat. Additionally, Fri-

days throughout Lent are designated as Days of Abstinence, fostering a 

collective commitment to refraining from meat consumption in remem-

brance of Christ's sacrifice and as an act of penance. 

  

Yet, beyond the practices of fasting and abstinence, Lent invites us to 

delve deeper into our spiritual selves, prompting reflection on our 

lives, relinquishment of negative habits, and a wholehearted embrace 

of compassion and service towards others. It is a season of growth, 

transformation, and renewed dedication to our faith. 

  

In the spirit of camaraderie and fellowship, I warmly invite all of you 

and your families to join us in the Saint Patrick's Day parade on March 

09, 2024. The gathering point will be at our Council/Columbian Club, 

where we shall march together with pride and unity. 

  

Furthermore, I invite you to mark your calendars for March 22, when 

we will host our Council's Fish Fry. This cherished tradition provides 

an excellent opportunity for us to come together as a community, share 

a meal, and strengthen the bonds of friendship. Tickets for both dine-in 

and takeout options are available at the Columbian Bar, and we kindly 

request volunteers to assist in ensuring the success of this event. Please 

get in touch with Chairman Mike Peter DD, PGK, or myself to confirm 

your attendance and offer your support. 

  

Let us embrace this Lenten season as a time of spiritual rejuvenation, 

communal fellowship, and joyful anticipation of the Easter celebration 

ahead. 

  

vivat Jesus 

  

Gerry Aponte Grand Knight 
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FOR ALL THOSE WHO HAVE DIED DURING THE WAR in Ukraine 

Blessed Michael McGivney, Conformed to Christ Crucified, pray for us. 

No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. (John 15:13) 

Intention: For those who have died during the war, the Lord will receive their souls into his 
loving arms. 

Reflection: Billboards throughout Ukraine are filled with photos of the fallen: smiling faces of 

teachers, musicians, doctors, IT specialists, engineers, and others – husbands, fathers, sons – 

who sacrificed their lives for their homeland and their families. Then there are the civilians 

who died when war came to their city, their apartment building, and their neighborhood. Chil-

dren killed by rockets and artillery, grandparents who died in their sleep in a drone attack. The 

Knights of Columbus members are among the fallen, along with their families. No one is un-

touched by loss. 

 

Love compelled men and women to risk their lives for others – whether as soldiers, medics, 

aid workers, or in other capacities that placed them in harm’s way. Love gives those left be-

hind a reason to live. It helps us take courage and persevere when the trial seems unending. 

Ukrainians have a saying: “Heroes do not die!” This has a profound meaning for us as Chris-

tians. Our loved ones have passed from life to Life. This does not take away our grief and 

longing, but it reminds us to strive for Heaven and to pray for those who have died so that we 

may be reunited in God’s Kingdom. It reminds us that we have all come from the arms of 

Love, and it is to that same merciful embrace that we entrust our loved ones who have died. 

May we trust in God’s enveloping love around all who grieve and in his mercy for those who 

have fallen. May the Lord give them eternal memory in his kingdom of everlasting peace. 

 

Submitted by Ray Gora 
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LUISA MARIA GONZALEZ-JONES MEMORIAL SCHOLARSHIP FUND 

  

The attached application is for any Union High School student that is continuing their education in a Voca-

tional School, College or University in the United States of America. 

Proof of acceptance in a post-secondary school is required with the application. There is no fee for this appli-

cation and any gender, race or religion shall be considered. 

An essay should be included on the topic of “What does an education mean to me and how it can benefit your-

self and others?” 

The recipient of this award will be determined by members from the Union Council of the Knights of Colum-

bus, the Columbian Club of Union, the Columbiettes of Union and Gregory Jones. 

All applications will be admitted to these members anonymously and the recipient will be declared based on 

the essay presented. 

The recipient will receive $500. 

Thank you all for your participation. 
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