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CATHOLIC EDUCATION TODAY

There exists in the United Stales
an insidious conspiracy, operating
under the guise of protecting the
theoretical American principle of the
separation of church oand state,
which threatens the very existence
of Catholic educction in this counlry.
The danger stems from cerfain legal
mechanations by Mrs. Madalyn
Murray O'Hcir, the feminist-atheist,
and her Free Thought Society of
America. When these actions are
stripped of their facade of pseudo-
constitutional interest, there is laid
bare o deep-seated hate of anything
religious. The society first came fo
prominence two years ago when
they won their fight in the Supreme
Court to ban prayer in the public
schoolg. The effectiveness with which
this group has engendered o fear of
constitutional encroachment into the
minds of our legislators was recently
apparent when Sen. Everett M. Dirk-
sen’s motion for a proposed amend-
ment permilting prayers in public
schools failed to win the necessary
two-thirds vote,

The edict of the Supreme Court,
while irksome in that it thwarts the
will of the majority, does not in it-
self constitute o serious threat to
Catholic education. Actually it was
this very issue of religion and pray-
ers in the public schools that lead fo
the great schism in American edu-
cation and the establishment of o
Catholic school system.

The model for public education in
the United States in large measure
traqces its origin to Horace Mann, o
Massachusetts lawyer, named as the
first secretary of the first board of
education ever created. Mann felt
deeply that education had to impart
not merely informetion, but moral
idects. He believed that everything
on individugl needs to know of a re-
ligious or moral nature is directly
availoble to him in the words of the
Bible. He thus suggested that the
Rible become a standard fixture in
every school so that students could
be exposed io its moral lessons by
hecring them read aloud ecch day.
To Catholics, Mann's emphasis on
the Bible as the sole authority was
by its very essence Protestont. More-
over, it was the Protestont version
that was read in puble schools.
Faced with what they considered an
aqgscult on their freedom of con-
science by the Profestomt majority,
the Catholics felt impelled fo estab-
lish their own schools.

{(continued next column)

What is of paramount imporiance
to Catholics and what consiitules a
distinct danger to Catholic educa-
tion is the issue of state financial
aid to religious institutions ond an
attack on ¢ity exemptions for church
buildings presently before the Su-
preme Court of the United States,
Much of the legal action has been
instigated by Mrs. O'Hair and her
group.

The Maryland Supreme Court —
in four test cases — barred siate
gromts to three church-connected col-
leges on the ground that these
schools were “permected” with re-
igion. The Mearyland court upheld «
grant to « fourth church-affiliated
school because it was only "remote-
Iy controlled by an orgonized
church,

Both sides have appealed. If the
Supreme Court refuses to hear the
cases, the effect will be to uphold the
ban, jeopordizing Catholic higher
education all over the country «f
least at the state level. Ultimcdely
the ban could be extended to fed-
eral granis. Today there is no prac-
tical way for Catholic colleges to
completely pay for the construction
programs they require to mest their
needs without government aid. The
assistomce being sought from locdl,
state, and federal cgencies in mno
way exceeds what iIs now being
granted to other private institutions.

In her most recent suit, Mrs. O'Hair

contends that she has to pay higher
recl estate taxes on her property
because of tox exemptions for re-
ligious houses of worship. Further
she views these exemptions as vio-
lations of the First Amendment pro-
hibiting state support of religion.
The Marylond court has already
ruled that these exemptions are "di-
rect” state grants.

If Catholics desire io provide por-
ochial-school facilities for their chil-
dren, then it is clearly their duty to
give financial support for these
schools from their own pockeis -~
even though in o sense their fux
support of public educctional insi-
tutions constitutes double taxation.
However, to further financially bur-
den them by tax assessments of the
properies of their Church, would
present an almost Insuwrmountable
task.

In this controversy, fraught with
jeclousies and prejudices, many in-
dividuals lose sight of the fact that
the Catholic school system is now
an imporiamt pert of the whole no
tional educational apparatus,

Have You Written
A Letter Lately?

The written word can be « tre-
mendous foree for good or evil. Good
letters could be the breeding ground
for ideas that could inspire social,
cultural and educational acts bene-
ficial not only to the community but
to yourself and family as well.

Develop the habit of good leter
writing. Everyone likes io receive
them, sspecially vour elected repre-
sentative. More offen than not, most
of them do not know our feelings be-
couse we do not let ourselves be
heard. They will never know our
desires unless we tell them.

Have you made your voice known?
If not, why not start today? Letter
writing requires only o few minutes
of yvour time. God may have given
you many ideas that may be help-
ful to vour fellow man. It is your re-
spongibility and privilege to share
them with others.

Don't put it off, write today. Stoxt
the letter off on the right foot.

Be constructive,

Be specific, get to the point.

Be objective.

Be brief and nect.

Be factual, stick to the point.

Be yourself, never use form letters,

As the Christophers say, “Be as-
sured that the slighiest effort you
make will bear fruit either now or in
the vears chead. God will see to
that.” Now, reach out pick up that
pen and paper and start writing.
Time grows short. If evil should win
out, it is because YOU did nothing.

As o starter, why not dron o line
to your elected representaiive? If you
wish fo write to your Congressman,
he can be contacted by addressing
him in care of the House Office Build.-
ing, Washington, DC 20515. ¥ you
wish to write to either of our U, 8.
Seneators {Clifford Case and/or Har-
rison Williams} address them in coare
of the Senate Office Building, Wash-
ington, DC 20510,

On a more local level, Siate Sen-
ator Mildred Borry Hughes, a long
time fighter against pornography
and the sponsor of & current bill
dealing with that subject can be
reached ot The Siate House, Tren-
ton, N. . I yvou should wish to write
« letter to the Governor just address
vour nole to Hon. Richard Hughes,
Governor, State House, Trenton, NJ.
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MARCH 13 — MONDAY
Regular Council Meeling
8:15 P.M., Council Home

MARCH 15 — WEDNESDAY
Regular Council Meeting
4th Degree, Council Home

MARCH 18 - SUNDAY
Family Life Conference
2:30 P.M.-5 P.M.

Council Home
Spealker:

Rev. Edmund P. Murphy
Wives invited

MARCH 20 — MONDAY
First Degree
8:15 P.M., Council Home

MARCH 27 — MONDAY
Regular Council Meeting
8:15 P.M., Council Home
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Rev, Joseph F. Driscoll

Beloved sons, what is the greatest
need of the Church at the present
time?

We ask this of you who are led
hece by iove for the Church, for the
Cnuren in her unity, authenticity and
autnonty, of you who have some
knowieuge of tne state of fervor and
renewal in which the Church finds
itself cofter the councii and who
surely take port with good will in
the post-concuicr process of renewad,
of reform, of innovation, of develop-
ment which places both the clergy
and the faithiul in ferment and move-
ment of thought, activity, customs,
and institutions; of you who feel the
stimulation of the Holy Spizit to arise
from conformism, inertia, lukewarm-
ness ¢nd to do something good and
useful for the Church.

We shall give today « most simple
answer which you can understand
and gccept because you are good,
faithinl and fervent; the Church is
in need of obedience, .

Yes, you sons who love the
Church; the Church needs obedi-
ence. And more thon a passive and
entorced external obedience, she
needs on inner and sponicmeous
spirit of obedience.

But if we have understood some-
thing of the central doctrine of the
council regarding the mystery of the
Church, we shall easily arrive at the

persuasion that obedience, even be-

tore being a purely formal and juri-
dical homage to ecclesiastical iaws
and submission to ecclesiostical
authority, is first of all « pene-
tration and acceptance of the mys-
tery of Christ, who saved us by
means of obedience, It is a continu.
ation and imitation of this funda-
menial act of His: His acceptance of
the will of the Father. It is an under-
standing of the principle which dom-
inates the entire plon of incarnation
and redemption.

Thus obedience becomes assimila-
tion into Christ, who is the Divine
Obedient One. It becomes the basic
norm for cur pedagogy of Christicn
formation; it becomes the indispens-
able coefficient of the inferior unity
of the Church, the source and szgn of
its peace,

It becomes an ef.fectlve coopera-
tion in Christ's evangelizing mission.
It becomes the ascetic proctice of
humility and the spm’iual practice of
charity.

ee
e

Support Our Advertisers
Thanks to their generous support

we were able to print the Digest

again this year. Return the favor.

- THAT ALL MAY BE ONE

Last year as o prelude to Christion
love, the Protestant and Catholic -
clergy of the township of Union, sat
down with each other in « friendly
momner to discuss matters of com-
mon. concern. The emphasis was on
mutual understanding, rather thom
on. conversion or compromise. Al
though this «ction marked a memor-
able milestone in the community re-
lations of Union, one aspect was
lacking to make the spirit of ecumen-
ism in our town complete. If the
movement was to grow, if Christion
unity was to develop, it would have
to inspire not only the clergy but the
loity as well. It was, therefore, in-
evitable that o service for Christion
unity such «s evidenced recently,
should come to fruition.

In this inftic] effort at common
prayer was reflected the kindling
hope for o growing similarity in
Catholic and Protesiant worship. For
those who consider such aspirations
unorthodoxz, they have but to con-
sider the efforts of Pope Paul on be-
half of a common 3Bible or the
choanges manifest in the liturgical
movement in Roman Catholicism,
Neither can this be considered s
exclusively a Catholic effort. Many
Protestants agree that more symbolic
ritual is finding its way into their
services, and that sermons are being
somewhat de-emphasized.

If this movement in our town is io
gain further momentum, we Knights,
as representatives of the lay leader-
ship of Union, must take concrete
steps to continue the dialogue. First
we can contribute incalculably fo it
by prayer, which is necessary in
drawingthe didlogue to a successful
conclusion. The second contribution
we con make is fo follow the ad-
monition of our clergy at the Unity
service that we continue itg spirit of
ecumenism in our homes by partici.
pating in “living room dialogue.”
These exchanges of home visits with
our non-Catholic brethren presenis
us with on effective way of introduc-
ing them to our Church, it's liturgy
and teachings. One should not ap-
proach these meetings «s the un-
folding of a great ecumenical dramg,
rather they are o friendly inter-
change of the religious views be-
tween neighbors. Care should be
taken, however, that these conversa-
tions do not dissipate into gossipy
and fruitless coffee klaisches, No
doubt the first meetings will be slow,
plodding, and ggeneral, as we grope
for mutual understanding. In time,
following Christ's simple precept that
we love one another, we may yet
be one.

REMINDER

Are you the booster we're looking
for? If so, please send your $1.00 to
Tony Duneliwicz, Jouwrnal Chairmon
for our Tenth Annual Ball



Grand
Rnight's

@

Messane |

Walter Wosowski

Catholic Activity Chaivmon Bob
Palasits, in cooperation with our
Worthy Chaplain, provided those in
attendance at St. Michael's Church
recently an interesting and informa-
tive afternoon. "Confroniing Christ”,
with Father James O'Brien of Jersey
City conducting the conference, suc-
ceeded in it's purpose of arousing
thought on the role of the Christion
in today's world. Informative dis-
cussion and comment followed Fath-
er O'Brien’s presentation which in-
cluded some provocative and con-
troversial points.

Every Knight of Columbus should
avail himself of every opportunity
to participcte in programs which will
aid them to become the "intelligent”,
“informed” ond “active” Catholics
worthy to be called “the strong right
arm of the church”. Let us, in the
future, be sure that our failure to
participate does not stem from the
many “fime-worn” excuses usuclly
reserved as reasons for not attending
religious functions,

The efforts of our Youth Activily
Chairmen Joe McEnroe and his dedi-
cated committee are ceriainly de-
serving of special commendation, A
morning spent at the Four Seasons
Bowling Alleys overseeing the op-
erafion of the Youth Bowling League
would seem sufficient for ¢ day. The
Committee, on ¢ recent Saturday,
tock on the additional task of taking
three busloads of ocur youngsters io
the South Mountain Arenc in West
Orange for an afterncon of ice skat-
indg.

gThe souvenir journal commemor-
ating our “Tenth Annual Ball” is due
to go to the printer very shortly.
Journal Chairman “Tony” Duneliwicz
would certainly be appreciative of
any assistance in the solicitation of
ads, patrons or boosters.

In closing, on behalf of the Offi-
cers end members of the Council, I
extend sincere condelences to our
Worthy Chaplain Father Driscoll and
his family on the recent loss of thelr
mother.,

GRAND BALL 1967

On Saturday evening April 1, 1367,
Union Council will hold it's Annual
"Ball” at the Council home.

B, cocktail hour has been planned,
followed by dinner.

Tickets may be purchased at Kay's
Hardware Store at $20.00 per couple.

Music will be provided for dancing
by Buddy Dee «nd his orchestra.

Seating will be arranged ten peo-
ple to o table, and only a limited
number of tables will be available.
So, o word to the wise should be
gsufficient. MAKE YOUR RESERVA.
TIONS EABLY. Dress will be op-
tional.

Knight of the Month

MARCH 1987
SAVERIO' A. BRUZZI

QOur Knight of the Month, is o man
whose arfistic ability has been dis-
played and admired by everyone in
the Council, Saverio "Sam” Brussi.
Sam os he is better known in the
Council resides in Union ot 638 Col-
onicl Arms Road with his wile, Jane,
of 16 years and their three daughters
Diane, Denise and Maryonne,

The Bruzzi's are communicanis of
Holy Spirit Chirch, where Dad is an
active member of their Holy Name
Saociety. Sam, o candidate for the
forth coming Fowrth Degree is em-
ployed by Westinghouse in Newark
for the past 17 years. We are all
aware of Sam's artistic talents but
how many know of his proficiency
on the harmonice.

May God grant you continued suc-
cess in your chosen field,

Knights of Columbus

State Convention
- 1967 —

Plans are now underway for our
Annual State Convention ¢t Atlantic
City, on May 26th and 27th.

Reservations are available ot the
Colony Motel at $12.00 per couple.

Hospitality room fee is $10.00 per
couple. All brother Knights who are
interesied in ailending this Conven-
tion please contact Bill Donnelly,
Ben Raymond, John Picyk or Ed
Stonack,

Please keep posted for further
plans . . . . Let's make it the best
ever for Union Council.

Charity

The Sacrament of love is the Euch-
arist. We ought to love one another
with that love with which the Euch-
aristic Heart of Jesus loves us, Jesus
loves us with the love with which
He loves the heavenly father. We
should love our brethren with. the

love with which we love Jesus, -

¥| Remember in your Prayers

551 the Soul of
' MARY DRISCOLL

INSURANCE
ADVISER

Gus Cawley
688-2285

Five for the Price of One

The Knights of Columbus has «
very special insurance program for
yvour children., It works like this:
for every thousand dollar certificate
you now take out, at the child’s age
21, it jumps to five thousand for the
same cost as they now pay for cne
thousand.

This program is available for boys
and girls from age 17 days to age
18 years. The cost is unbelievably
low, $3.29 per month for a baby, and
the cost never increases.

Another thought is that when and
if vour son decides io join the Knights
leter, he will not have 1o take out
ony more insurance for the purpose
of joining. Always remember you
can never loose your Knights of Co-
lumbus insurcnce becauss you leave
our Order, even if you are suspend-
ed. Of course the same applies to
yvour family.

We have a complete insurance
program for you, -whether you are
sellemployed, an employer, or an
employee. Why not take advantage
of low cost, sincere and complete
service with the lergest Catholic
Fraternal Society IN THE WORLD.

PRAYERS REQUESTED

Your prayers are requested for the
souls of the following:

Mother of Father Driscoll
Mother of Clifford Morris

And a speedy recovery for those
who are ill:

Mike Choppy

Edword Kleissler

Edward Cook

Som Pennetia

Wailter Adamezyk

Angelo Orchardo

Ralph Mercurio

If you know of the death or illness

of a brother Xnight or &« member of
his family plecse notify immediately

Fraternal Activities Choirmon Andy
Tobig — MU 7.9348. :

GET READY!!!
---to SWIM

- Yes, it is only Mearch but the 1967
" Swim Season is less than ninety

days away. GET SET — — — by

.'mailinq your dues ($65.00) now to

Columbian Swim Club, Box 12086,
Union, N, . As yvou know due must
be pad by Aprl lst. ¥ vyou plan
to withdraw from the Club for any
reqason please send notice in writing
to the above address.
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